
 

 

Town of Alexandria 

Minutes for Meeting December 18, 2018 

 

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Alexandria met for the regular monthly 

meeting on December 18, 2018 at 7:00 P.M.  The meeting was held in the conference room of 

Alexandria City Hall – DeKalb County, Tennessee. 

The council members in attendance were: Lloyd Dyer, Lynne Dickerson, Charlie Fraser, Ryan 

Garrett, and Bridgette Rogers. Quorum established.   

Mayor Bennett Armstrong and Attorney Vester Parsley were also present. The meeting 

commenced with a prayer from Attorney Vester Parsley and the pledge of allegiance.  

The meeting began with Mayor Armstrong requesting the minutes from the November 27
th

 

meeting be reviewed.  Alderman Lloyd Dyer made a motion to accept the minutes for November 

27, 2018 as presented.  Motion seconded by Alderman Charlie Fraser.  Motion passed 

unopposed.    

DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS 

Sewer Report skipped as Dale Smith was not present.   

Water Report was presented by Rich Potter; see attachment A.  Booster station is having an 

issue; they have hit rock and are not able to get the ground rod in the required 8 feet.  They will 

be digging test holes to find an area without rock.  Mr. Potter went over the water system’s 

needs; there is currently no backup pump for the system and there is a pressure valve that 

regulates the water going into the wet well that has not been replaced since the system was 

installed.  Mr. Potter stated that the approximate cost of having a backup pressure valve is 

between three thousand two hundred dollars ($3200.00) and three thousand six hundred dollars 

($3600.00).  Mr. Potter reviewed the 2017 Rate Study and stated that had the board complied 

with the recommended rate adjustments the Utility would have brought in additional revenue of 

one hundred seventeen thousand dollars ($117,000) the only change adopted was the change of 

the overage amounts to seven dollars and seventy-seven cents ($7.77) should have resulted in 

forty three thousand dollars ($43,000) in revenue.  Mr. Potter reminded the board that we are 

again in non-compliance and need to comply with the new rate study.  Alderman Bridgette 

Rogers verified that the fee for an updated pressure valve could be purchased out of the 

Depreciation account. Alderman Rogers made a motion to have Mr. Potter get a quote on the 

pressure valve with the cost to be paid for out of the Depreciation account.  Motion seconded by 

Alderman Dyer.  Motion passed unopposed.   

Alderman Ryan Garrett made a motion was to accept the water report.  Motion seconded by 

Alderman Fraser.  Motion passed unopposed.   

Police report was presented by Police Chief Russell; see attachment B.  Motion was made by 

Alderman Rogers to accept the Police report.  Alderman Fraser seconded the motion.   Motion 

passed unopposed.  

Fire report was presented by Fire Chief Brian Partridge; see attachment C.  Chief Partridge 

contacted the USDA concerning the grant for the fire truck; everything is ready for the purchase.  

The Alexandria Firefighter Association has received their 501(c) 3 and is now listed as a public 

charity.  Chief Partridge requested approval for the department to be allowed to respond to 

medical calls outside city limits based on Alexandria’s response time. Alderman Dyer made a 

motion to allow the department to respond to medical calls based on response time.  Alderman 

Lynne Dickerson seconded the motion.  Motion passed unopposed. 



 

 

Alderman Fraser made a motion to accept the fire report as presented.  Alderman Dickerson 

seconded the motion. Motion passed unopposed. 

Streets report was presented by Mayor Armstrong; see attachment D.  Total spent $402.74. 

Alderman Fraser made a motion to accept the report as presented.  Motion seconded by 

Alderman Dickerson.  Motion passed unopposed.   

Financial report was presented by Mrs. Elizabeth Tetlow, MFO; see attachment E.  Mrs. Tetlow 

went over the Contract Labor section of the Water Budget Overview and the completion of the 

payments on the Inter Fund Loan. In the General Fund, there is an increase in collection of prior 

year taxes and interest.  Alderman Fraser made a motion to accept the financial report as 

presented.  Motion seconded by Alderman Garrett.  Motion passed unopposed.  

Mayor’s report was presented by Mayor Armstrong.  Mayor Armstrong reviewed the Order from 

the Water and Wastewater Financing Board.  The order requires a review of the $6.00 

Depreciation Charge and overage increase, a creation of a capitalization policy, and a creation of 

a five (5) year capitalization budget.  This information is required to be updated to the Water and 

Wastewater Financing Board by April 19, 2019.  Town Engineer, Jerry Warren is looking into 

the upgrades available for the sewer plant in response to the permit violations. Motion was made 

to accept the Mayor’s report as presented by Alderman Fraser and seconded by Alderman 

Dickerson.  Motion passed unopposed. 

Attorney report was presented by Attorney Vester Parsley.  Attorney Parsley reviewed the Lease 

extension requested by the DeKalb County Fair Association and will discuss the proposal later in 

the meeting. Alderman Dyer made a motion to accept the report as presented.  Alderman 

Dickerson seconded the motion.  Motion passed unopposed. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Mayor Armstrong stated that the heater replacement in the fire hall has been completed.    

Chief Partridge reviewed the Fire Truck the department is recommending the Town purchase. 

The 2002 Smeal HME Pumper, without warranty, is sixty thousand dollars ($60,000).  

Discussion was held concerning the current ISO rating. Alderman Dyer made a motion to 

purchase the 2002 Smeal HME Pumper for sixty thousand dollars ($60,000).  Motion was 

seconded by Alderman Dickerson. Alderman Rogers asked about the difference between 

the budgeted amount [$59,270] and the purchase price of sixty thousand dollars ($60,000).  

Mrs. Diane Blair of the Alexandria Firefighter Association stated that the Association would 

be covering the seven hundred and thirty dollar ($730) difference. Mayor Armstrong called 

for a roll-call vote.  

Dyer – Aye  

Dickerson – Aye  

Frasier – Aye  

Garrett – Aye 

Rogers – Aye 

Motion passed. 

Water Account reviews 

Tina Gipson – requested a review of her account at the last meeting. The water department 

monitored the meter and looked for possible leaks.  None was found.  Discussion was held 

concerning how water bills fluctuate due to usage.  Request for adjustment - Denied   

NEW BUSINESS 

Jeff McMillian addressed the board concerning the DeKalb County Fair Association’s lease of 

the fairgrounds and a grant to build an agricultural center.  Mr. McMillian turned the floor over 

to Dennis Slager to talk about the building and grant.  The USDA grant is for a fifteen thousand 



 

 

(15,000) square feet enclosed arena that seats seven hundred (700) people, attached is a thirty-

two hundred (3200) square foot meeting/event room with bathroom and concessions.  This 

would be a two year project and the USDA would like the current lease which expires in 2024 to 

be extended for an additional ten (10) years. They would like to add the 8.9 acres that is 

identified as Map 022 Parcel 002.03 to their lease and remove the area known as the City Park.  

Attorney Vester reviewed the lease proposal.  Discussion was held concerning the benefits of the 

building.  Mr. McMillian offered to discuss the increase in the insurance cost to the Town being 

covered by the Association. Alderman Rogers made a motion to extend the lease to 2034, add the 

additional 8.9 acres that is identified as Map 022 Parcel 002.03 to their lease, and retain the 10 

year renewal option currently in place.  Motion seconded by Alderman Dyer. Mayor Armstrong 

called for a roll-call vote.  

Dyer – Aye  

Dickerson – Aye  

Frasier – Aye  

Garrett – Aye 

Rogers – Aye 

Motion passed. 

Mayor Armstrong addressed the contracts we have for Kyle Owen, Water Department and Dale 

Smith, Sewer Department in regards to the State of Tennessee Water and Wastewater Board 

Order and Wastewater Permit.  Discussion was held concerning the current rate structure and the 

2017 Water Rate Review.  Water and Wastewater workshop was scheduled for 6:15pm on 

January 8, 2019 to review the options for a response.    

Mrs. Tetlow addressed the board concerning Water Department billing.   She recently performed 

an internal water rate and sales tax review on the Water Department.  As a result, the Water 

Department has been under charging six customers, who live outside the city, the lower inside 

the city water rates. Discussion was held concerning the review.  Alderman Rogers made a 

motion that these six (6) customers receive a thirty (30) day written notice and increase the water 

rate on their February bill.  Motion seconded by Alderman Dyer.  Motion passed unopposed. 

Mrs. Tetlow requested guidance concerning the ServLine billing on the Town owned properties.  

Each account will be billed four dollars and thirty cents ($4.30) for insurance coverage.  

Alderman Garrett made a motion to keep the ServLine Insurance on the Town owned properties.  

Motion seconded by Alderman Dyer. Motion passed unopposed. 

Mayor Armstrong discussed the renting of the Senior Center and the Seay Church.  Alderman 

Dickerson noted that the Senior Center has appliances on site that are owned by the County and 

that when it was rented in the past, items went missing. Discussion was held concerning the 

building.  

Mayor Armstrong opened up the discussion on Potholes and Trenching.  Potholes outside of the 

city limits have been reported to the County.  There had been a delay on filling the ones within in 

the city due to the weather, but they have been addressed within the last few days.   

CDBG Water and Sewer Application would need a Public Meeting.  Jerry Warren went over 

grant writing and the process. 

Floor opened to the citizens.   

Alderman Dyer thanked everyone for their participation in the Christmas Parade. 

Chief Partridge addressed the board concerning the Fire departments need for additional space.  

In addition to the new Fire Truck, the Town is also getting a cascade system and they will need 

to set this system up in the Fire Hall. Chief Partridge would like to renovate the building known 

as Old City Hall and have a training room and offices in the building.  Discussion was held 

concerning the current use of the building as a Rook Room, the Insurance on the building 



 

 

requiring no smoking, and that the town did not have a key to the lower half of the building.  

Chief Partridge is concerned that, without renovations, the building will continue to deteriorate.  

Alderman Dickerson made a motion to repurpose the building known as Old City Hall into a 

training room and offices for the Fire Department.  Alderman Fraser seconded the motion.   

Motion passed unopposed. 

Alderman Dyer made a motion to adjourn. Alderman Fraser seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed.  

 

MAYOR_____________________________________ 

 

ATTESTED___________________________________ 
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